Street Pastor
Recently after the morning service at Doxford Methodist Church, Cramlington, a friend came up to me and said that they would like me to meet someone who was visiting the church.  We went together to see this young man.  I was then asked if I recognised him.  I am good at recognising faces, but a weakness of mine is names.  I saw a likeness from somewhere, but I hadn’t a clue where.  He then said “Don’t you remember me, I’m Sam Douthwaite?”  Bells then started ringing in my head.  Having been Captain of 1st. Cramlington for many years, I had come into contact with numerous Boys and yes, I did remember Sam.  He had been a member of our Anchor Boys and Junior Section for a number of years.  He gained his Gold Award in the Junor Section.  Due to family circumstances he had to leave as his family was moving to Newcastle.
Showing an interest in ex-members, as I always try to do, I asked him what he was doing with himself and what had brought him to Cramlington.  He then informed me that he was the
co-ordinator for the Newcastle Street Pastors.  Having never heard of this group I proceeded to ask him what this was all about.  Sam then told me that Street Pastors were people with a concern for society – in particular young people, and who are willing to engage people where they are, in terms of their thinking (i.e. their perspective of life) and location (i.e. where they hang out – be it on the streets, in the pubs and clubs or at parties etc.)  Street Pastors are also willing to work with church and community leaders to look at collaborative ways of working on issues affecting young and initiatives that will build trust between them and the Street Pastors.
Street Pastors are a recent innovation to Newcastle as they started their work on 
12 December 2008.  Around 40 people of all ages over 19 are involved.  They are a dedicated team of volunteers who are on the streets on a Friday and Saturday night from 10.00pm until 4.00am, a time when they will meet a lot of revellers.  The Street Pastors are there to engage with people on the streets to show that they can care about people and are prepared to listen and to speak to them.  They also offer practical help by way of handing out water to revellers who are dehydrated or flip-flops to people who have lost their shoes.
It might simply be that they are providing a shoulder to cry on or a sympathetic ear.

The Street Pastors work in partnership with the police and local authorities in Newcastle to ensure that this initiative is a success.

From the local BBC website in an interview Sam said that the volunteers are there to listen and talk to people as well as offering practical help.  He believes faith can help them to make a connection, regardless of the unusual setting.

“I believe you can.  They may not understand what exactly we’re trying  to say to them but we believe that the fact we go out, we carry the Holy Spirit with us and we just show the love of Jesus to them, we believe that calms them down – and we’ve seen it work”

I was very impressed with Sam and the valuable work that he is doing.  From Anchor Boy to Street Pastor, whoever would have thought!  It proves to me that whilst working with Boys we may never know what seeds that we are sowing.
Every Blessing to Sam and his fellow workers.
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